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SUBJECTS  CIA E%TINAYa oF SOVIET GRATH HARVEST

" KISSINGER Fann ceLmv
THIS 15 TO ALERT THEF PRFSIDENT AND YOU TO THE FACT THAY OUR
ESTINAYE OF THE SOVIFT GRAIN 1S5 DHOPPING T0 THF POINT THAT SERTLUS
ECONOMTIC. ARD POLITICTIAL PROBLEMS FOR THE USSR COULD RESULT,
QUR PREVIOUS FSTIMATE OF THE SOVIET GRAIN CROP was 185 MILLION TONS,
BECAUSE OF ADDITIONAL EVIOFNCE ON THE CONTINIED BAD WEATHER IN THE
USSR, WE WOW EXPECT THE CROP tn BE BELOW 188 miLLI10N TONS, IF THe
WEATHER CONTINUES TO. BE UNFAVDRABLE, THE CROP fot D FaALL TO NK gvam
TOBELOW YHE 1972 L&vwg OF 188 MILLION TONS,
THE DROUGHT HMAS ALAO SHARPLY CURTAILED FORAGE CROPS, 80 THe
TOTAL SHORTFALL TN SOVIET PRODUCTION IN RELATION TO NMEEDS COULD R
IN THE RANGE OF 32 T0 %@ MILLION TONS, TO DATE HOSCOW HAS CONTRACTED
FOR ABpUT 15 MILLION TONS DF FONFIGN GRATN, AND NOW SEENS
VIRTUALLY CERTAIN THAT MOScoW WILL BE BALK FOR ADUITYIONAL LARGE
QUANTIYIES OF GRAIN, AVAILARLE GRAIN SUPPLIES, HOWEVER, Fnﬁ NOWHERE

NEAR SUFFICIENT T sarxarw ALL anvxﬁr NEEDS WITHOUY DRASYT
INCREASES TN NOKLD PRICES,

THE USSK ¥I1LL wNO naum HAKE UP B0OME OF THF %HGHTNLL FROM
178 STHCKS BUT WILL ALSO BF FORCED TO tut IT8 CcONSUNPTION OF
GRAIN, TF PRODUCTION WERE AS LOW AS IN 1972, CuTs IN CONSUMPTION
WOULD BE LARGE, ANO THERE wOULD BE HWAJOR ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS,
Ih ANY EVENT THERE ARE BOUND TO BE POLITICAL REPRECUSETONSG IN
THE USSK, TNCLUGING CRITICTSM OF BREZHNEV'S PERFORMANUE TN THIS
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